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Over recent years, both European member states and supra-national bodies (the European Parliament, the Council of
Europe, United Nations Organisation etc.) have become increasingly concerned by the problems facing families. This
concern is the result of a growing awareness within society of the need to protect the family and family life, and has meant
that family policies have become a social and public priority.

The social, economic and demographic crises of recent decades have emphasised the role of the family unit as a highly
effective cushion against problems such as unemployment, illness, housing, drug addiction and social exclusion. Nowadays
the family is seen as a principal support element within society, representing far more than merely a legal, social and
economic entity. Above all, the family represents a community built on love and support.

Furthermore, families and family associations themselves are insisting that both social structures and governments should
assist the family group and its individual members by putting in place political, economic, labour, social and tax measures
to promote and protect the rights of the family, helping to consolidate its position as an indivisible, stable unit and its vital
social function as the environment which fosters balanced individual development and the passing on of ethical, cultural
and social values.
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With this aim, the Institute for Family Policies (IFP) has undertaken a fresh and in-depth study of the family, presented
today and titled “Report on the Evolution of the Family in Europe 2006"”. This study has been carried out by a multi-
disciplinary team of experts in the fields of demography, psychology, sexology, medicine, successful integration of
professional and family lives etc. This team has gathered data from various international bodies which have subsequently
been analysed, debated and assessed to extract the most significant aspects.

Based on this analysis, the Institute for Family Policies (IFP) presents a set of social, economic, cultural, educational and
media measures which it considers indispensable for the implementation of a genuine, all-inclusive family policy across the
countries of Europe.

Lola Velarde

President of the European Network of Institutes for Family Policies (IPF)
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465 -

440 -

415 -

390 -

365 -

=== Population EU-25

— as of 1 Januar%l%
=== bopulation EU

436,6
. 43151 — - - — - a
426,1

Population

340

Over 26 years (1980-2006), the population
the EU25 has increased by over 35 million,
----------------- - growth of 8.3%.

Over 12 years (1994-2006), the population
.......................... - the EU has increased by 15.3 million, a
growth of 3.44%

Over the last 4 years (2002- 2006) the

population has increased by 6.3 million, a
growth = Natural increase + Migratory balance growth of 1.66%

1980 1984 1989

1994 1998 2002 2006

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data
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. but with very unequal distribution...

Population of countries in the enlarged

EU has deceased... by 1.1 million compared
to 1984 levels...

With the exception of Cyprus and Malta, the populations of the
remaining EU enlargement countries have either remained static
(Slovenia and Slovakia) or have decreased (Latvia, Lithuania,
Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary and Estonia).

...with 74.1 million inhabitants (2005), representing
one sixth of the EU25

By contrast, the populations of the EU-
15 are increasing... Although also unequally

Ireland (14.7% growth), Luxembourg (13.7%) and Spain (9.7%)
are the countries with the greatest growth

Germany, with growth of only 1.43%, ltaly (2.89%) and the
United Kingdom (2.99%) are the EU15 countries with lowest

% Population growth 1994-2005

Latvia

-8.80%l

-6,70% ]
2,44% —1
-110%zech Republid:|

-0,86% ]

Slovenia

0 04%
/3 09t

Malta

\ o UE-5

OAmp.UE

Germany

United Kingdom

Finland

Austria

France

Portugal

Spain

Ireland

,69%

14,68%

-10,00% -5,00% 0,00%
Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data
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20,00%
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..and basically due to immigration... ...Over 80% of population

25 Annual increase (in millions) based on origin g rOWth iS the resu It of
O natural increase - Mincrease through immigration | 4 immigration...

Of the increase of 14 million in the EU
between 1994-2005, almost 12 million
is the result of immigration (82%)...

The disproportion has increased over recent
years. Between 2000 and 2005, 90% of
population growth (7.5 million) was the result of
immigration.

... immigration in the EU now being
over 50% higher than USA levels (but

similar in terms of population %)

1994 1995 19% 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

Stagnation of Natural Increase...
Natural Increase has remained static over recent years (around only

290.000 persons/year), ...And not of Natural Increase

... Significantly lower than USA figures
Natural Increase in the USA (% population) is 12 times greater than in
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Growth 1994-2004 by origin

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

\ B Inmigration M natural increase ‘

Only France, United
Kingdom and
Holland have
natural increase
rates higher than
their immigration
rates.

Germany and ltaly offset their figures with immigration and natural decrease
Hungary, Czech Republic and Latvia populations decrease with low immigrat
Poland and Lithuania populations decrease through emigration

Rates of immigration in Spain are 16 times greater than its natural increase ra
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... Which causes concern for future population

growth:
500
459 467 470 467 457
: A Europe H o 2 — —3
4 | ! g g 443
400 1 | g 5 -
i Q! T -~
i - ! -
350 3 ! e 379
i | A~ — 349
300 { w-— 32
250 zezﬂ Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data and USA Census figures

1995 2005 2015 2025 2035 2045 2050

. The population of Europe will become ... Whilst the USA will continue to

tatic and then start to decline... grow
cording to population prediction figures, they will reach a
ak in 2025 and then begin to decline. The USA has grown 4 times more than the EU since 1994.

... And figures will meet by 2050
At this rate, by 2051 the USA and the EU will have the same population
figures (some 448 million inhabitants)
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The European population has aged...

22,0 - --

20,0 1+

18,0 1+ =!

16,0 1+

14,0 1

................. — | ==Qver 65 =—#=—Under 14

13,6

12,0

1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

There are already more elderly
individuals than children...

Whilst in 1980 there were 36 million more childre
than elderly individuals, by 2004 there are more
elderly individuals than under 14s

...due to reduction in the young
population by over 20 million (ove
24 years)

* Representing a reduction of 21%. 10% over
the last ten years.

* The under14 population now only accounts
for 16.4% of total population (74 million in the
EU).

...and increase of the elderly
population by over 17 million (ove
24 years)

Representing an increase of 29%. 15% over
the last ten years.

* The 75.4 million over 65s now account for
one sixth of the population (16.5 %).

* The over 80s have increased by 84%, from
9.8 to 18 million (one out of every 25
community members).

REPORT ON THE

EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200¢




population / birth rate / marriages / households / family policies / IFP proposals

27%

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

25%

26.00%
22.20%

23%

22.6;N

21%

19%

21.70
20.20
17.50%
18.80%
17.90 16 20%

17%

\\‘15.70%
16.40% 14.90%

15%

14.60% DTS 14'500%
13% . 14.20%
1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004
=#=Spain<=14 —é— ltaly<=14 ==0==Portugal<=14 31.00%
29.00%
27.00%
25.00%
S

. . ® 23.00%
Ireland and Cyprus are the EU25 countries with the H 3.00%
highest percentage of young people in their population, & 21.00%
over 20% and significantly above the European £ 19.00%
average... £ 17.00%
...And Denmark is the country which has experienced 15.00%

ecrease in the young population (10%)

..but it is the young population of Spain
that has experienced the sharpest decreas
over this period, 44% (1980-2004)

..going from 26% in 1980 to 16.4% in 2004,

Spain (44% decrease), Portugal (40%), and Italy
(37%) are the countries where the number of yout
people (under 14) has decreased most over this
period...

29.80%
0,
30.?@\ va 200,

nnnnnn

25.40% 25.30%

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004

—o—Ireland<=14 —&— Cyprus<=14
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19.20%
18.10%

15.70%

[)
16.90%
15.50%

16.30%

13.10%

12.90%

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

1980

1984

1988 1992 1996 2000 2004

Greece>=65 === Ge rm any>=65 ==>¢=[taly>=65

...Equivalent to almost 20% of the
population (19.2%)

Italy, Germany and Greece are the
countries with the largest elderly
populations.

...but it is the elderly population in Spair
which has increased the most over this
period, by 56% (1980-2004), from 10.8% i
1980 to 16.8% in 2004,

...And although Germany occupies
second position in countries with the
largest elderly population, the growth of
the sector over this period has been
small.
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..with the age profile almost inverted
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5,300,000 -

4,800,000 -

4,300,000 4

5,690,478

=== EU-15
== EU-25

5,402,536

5,458,840

4,816,400

4,766,238

4,474,567
4,379,081

4,109,000

4,274,726 4,058,588

4,009,828

3,800,000

1982 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

In 2005, there were 870,478 fewer

babies born in the EU25 than in 1982,
representing a decrease of 15.3%. And in
the EU15, there were 365,000 fewer births
than in 1982 (a decrease of 8.5%)

From 1990 to 1995 the decrease in birth rates
was dramatic, 590,000 fewer in the EU25 and
370,000 fewer in the EU15

Over the last ten years (1995-2005) the birth
rate has remained static (EU25) or has
increased slightly (EU15)

Over this period population increased by 30 million
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Which indicates a very low birth rate in Europe (1.5)...

21

2.0 1

1.9 1

1.8 1

1.7 1

1.6 -

1.5 1

1.4 1

13

...with the birth rates in some European

—© - Renewal level
—<— United States

1980 1983 1987 1993 1997 2001 2003 2004
Source: drawn from EUROSTAT data

countries at a critical level.

...a long way off the level required for populatior

@ m e @ @ .. - @ - — @ ~@— . —@.—. 2,1 TENEWAl

In 2004 the birth rate was 1.5 / female (EU25), which is far
below the Population Renewal Level (2.1 / female).

...and also considerably lower than the USA rate
(2.07), which is almost at the level of population

renewal...

...With some countries recovering from the birth
rate crisis

Ireland (1.99) and France (1.90) are the EU25 countries wit|
the highest birth rate, followed by Finland (1.80), Denmark
(1.78), Sweden (1.75) and the United Kingdom (1.74).

Greece (1.29), Spain (1.32) ad Italy (1.34) are EU15
countries where birth rates are at a critical level.

None of the EU enlargement countries — except Cyprus — h:
a birth rate of over 1.3

...And significantly lower than European citizens’
expectations (2.3 children)
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.In Europe (EU-25) there is one abortion every 30 seconds

1400000,0 -+ 1363944~ — == im o em e
——UE-15
- UE-25
1200000,0 -+ == oo meem =N 1197258 Ll
995.976
1000000,0 -+ == m e m s\ SR L T g
838626 850.212
805790 781.837
800000,0 == m o — e T
600000,0

1985 1989 1993 1998 2001 2003

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data

..equal to one million deaths annually
through abortion (995.976) (2003)...

Each day in Europe (EU25), 2880 children are not born,
representing 120 terminations per hour.

Each day in Europe, two schools are closed due to insufficier
numbers of children

So one out of every 6 pregnancies (17.2%) in
Europe ends in termination

.. over 850,000 deaths through termination in

the EU-15, with an increase of 9% (8.7%) over the
last ten years (1993 - 2003), going from 781,837 to
850.212 abortions

France (208,759), United Kingdom (195,483), Italy
(133,000), Germany (128,030) and Spain (79,788) are the
five EU25 countries with the highest abortion rates, and
represent 75% of total abortions in the EU25

Spain is the country with the highest increase in abortion
rates over the last ten years with a 75% increase, followed
by Belgium with 50% and Holland with 45%.
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5.425 3,810 2.888

2001 - EU25
Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and WHO data

deaths

..Far exceeding other ‘externc

W Suicides

@ Traffic accidents
B Alcohol abuse
O Murders

O AIDS

O Drug abuse

causes of death, such as
suicide, traffic accidents, drug
and alcohol abuse, AIDS, etc.

700000+

6000004

500000

400000+

300000+

200000+

100000 -

0

B Heart failure
O Cerebrovascular illne

O Respiratory system

O Pneumonia
O Diabetes
O Cirrhosis

2001 - EU25
Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and WHO data
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Europeans start having children later....

The average age at maternity has

30 rmrmmm T " increased to almost 30 years...

Age at maternity has increased by 2.4 years over the la
23 years.

...Spain being the country with the
highest average age at maternity in
Europe (30.84 years)

Spanish women have children latest (30.84 years),

followed by the Irish (30.6), Dutch (30.4) and Danish
(30.1 years)...

... And Lithuania being the country witl

”7 27.10 the youngest age at maternity (27.1
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2003 years)
Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data By contrast, in EU enlargement countries it is Lithuania

(27.1 years), Latvia (27.2), Slovakia (27.3) and Poland
(27.9) where women have their first child at a younger
age.
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There

2,650,000 -

2,350,000 -

2,050,000 -

are fewer marriages...

—&o— N°Marriages EU-15

2,841,700 —8— N° Marriages EU-25

2,713,886

2,637,886

2,325,658

2,247,900

2,313,954

2,172,399 2,178,100

2,088,358
1,934,051

1,913,506 1,813,200

1,750,000

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2004

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data

With a decrease of 23.5%...

Over 24 years (1980-2004), the number of
marriages in the EU25 has decreased by mor:
than 663,600, equivalent to 23.5%.

And in the EU15, the decrease has been 434,00(

equivalent to 19%.

...And this is spite of
population increase

...in spite of an EU25 population increase of
31.1 million over the same period (1980-2004)

REPORT ON THE
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23.

30.5

=4= Average age on marriage - men (EU15)

== Average age on marriage - women (EU15)

1980

1985

1988

1992 1995 2000 2003

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data

In the space of a mere 23 years, the age at
which Europeans have children has
increased by almost 5 years (4.9 years for
women and 4.5 years for men), over 30 years
old for men and 28 years old for women

(EU-15) (2003)

EU-25 (2003)

In Denmark (32.3) and Sweden (32.9) age on
marriage is around 33 and 31 for Danish wome
(30.1) and Swedish women (30.5).
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_One out of every three children is born outside marriage
(31.6 % in EU25 and 32.8% in EU15) ...

...This means that over 1,300,000
children are born outside marriage (in
EU15)

In some countries, almost half of
children are born outside
marriage

Sweden (55.4%), Denmark (45.4%), France
(45.2%) and United Kingdom (42.3%)

Greece (4.9%), Cyprus (3.3%), Italy (14.9%)
and Switzerland (13.3) are the countries with
the lowest rate of births outside marriage

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 Over 25 years (1980-2004) ??7? the

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data rate of births outside marriage
have increased from 9.6% to
32.8% (EU-15).

REPORT ON THE = r————p—
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And there have been huge increases in
ivorce rates...
..One marital breakdown occurs every 33

seconds... _ _
955,600 Marital breakdowns have increased by
315,360 over 25 years (1980-2004),

equivalent to a 50% increase

== N° Divorces EU-15
900000 ¥ -

={l==NO° divorces EU-25 |-—--—--—--—--—-f-—--—--"

Portugal, with an 89% increase, is the
834,488 EU15 country with the greatest increase
800000 --=rr=r = 773662 T S 772,798 over the last ten years (1995-2004), followe
by Italy (62%) and Spain (59%)

809,903

743,719
200000 oo m o f L TATI 679735 _ . _ /...

692,765

...and more than 10 million in 15
years (EU15)

626229

600000 = -—--= e T
604300

Over only 15 years (1990-2004), there
have been over 10 million marital
breakdowns in Europe (10.190.000)...

500000

1980 1985 1990 95 99 2004

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data and national sources

...affecting over 16 million
chlldren
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B SPAIN

O Slovenia

B Slovakia
ONETHERLANDS

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data and national sources

And in many countries marriages
barely last more than 10 years:
United Kingdom and Hungary (10.9),
Germany (10.4), Austria (9.4) and
Cyprus (7 years)

years

Spain is the EU25 country where
marriages last longest (13.8
years)

B SPAIN

@ United Kingdo
8 Hungary

O Germany

@ Austria

® Cyprus

)N THE

@

Source: drawn from EUROSTAT and UNECE data and national sources
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160 -

140 -

120 -

B N° Households EU15

100

"""""""""""""""""""""" 155.7
151.1

Over barely 21 years (1980-2001),
there has been an increase of almost
30 million in the number of

. households (29.9 million), equivalent
to a 23.8% increase

1980 1985 1990 1995 1998 2001

IFP figures drawn from Eurostat and European Environment Agency
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B N° members in
household

2.8

i

1980

2.3

1985 1990 1995 2000 2003

IFP figures drawn from Eurostat and European Environment Agency

2.68
2,61
2.5
2,4
24

In barely 23 years (1980-2003), the average
size of the household has decreased from
almost 3 (2.82) to 2.4 members

B Slovenia
@ Poland
Slovenia (3.1), Poland (3.1), Cyprus (3) and 3 B Cyprus
Spain (2.9) are the countries with the O Spain
greatest number of members per household 27 o Lithuania
United Kingdom (2.3), Finland (2.2), 5 Holland
Denmark (2.2) and Germany (2.1) are the 251 . .
countries with the lowest number of 24 = U_”'ted Kingdo
members _per household 2.25- B Finland
0O Denmark
2- 0O Germany
IFP figures drawn from Eurostat and European Environment Agency
ON THE
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The difficulties faced by
families in Europe have
become more acute over

recent years
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uropean countries have begun providing institutional support for the Family...

] e =N
fiir Familie, Senioren, Fraven e

N Sy —

und Jugend e

MiMISTEAE CELEGE

Department or »ocia) ana Family Affairs hLamamLLE
Ary Moine Grorhe? sodsimbmcia agees feagfdeigh Department Of Family, Elde-rly, Department of Fami'y and
Department of Social and Family Women’s and Youth Affairs Children Affairs
Affairs Germany France
Ireland
Department of Social and Famil
REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA P PP, v it e st
Department of Labour, Family and Social Affairs Department of Family, Social Cohesion and
P i Y Hungary Youth Affairs
Slovenia
Luxembourg
Department of Labour, Social and Family Affairs State Department for Family and Disability
Slovakia Affairs
Belgium

...Although largely differing between countries

EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200/
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Spain

Department of Labour and Social Affairs

State Department for Social
Services, Family and Disability
Affairs

General Department for
Family and Children

General Sub-Department for the Family

Czech Republic

Department of Labour and Social Affairs

Section for Social Policy, Social
Services and Family Policy

Department for Family
Policy and Social Work

Family Policy Unit

policies / IFP proposals

Estonia

Welfare Department

| State Department

Department of Social
Services and Social Welfare

Social Services Unit

Finland
Department of Health and Social Affairs

Sweden

Department of Health and Social Affairs

Austria

Department of Social Security and Generation:
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Of every 13 euros Europe sets aside for Social Expenditure, only 1 euro is
set aside for the Family

Europe’s average spending on Social

07 Expediture is 28% of GNP... with significant
27 1 differences between countries:
47T Sweden sets aside 32.5% of GNP, more than double that of
7% R OSSO Estonia and Latvia which set aside only 14.3% of GNP for
_ _ Social Expenditure

18 - imm o =& Social Expenditure EU-15 (% GNP) |-
15 foomrim s ~8—Family EU-15 (%GNP) : ...But by contrast only spends 2.2% of
o GNP on the Family

O ...which represents a mere 7.8% of Social Expenditure

(2003)
N Old age
T 2_ 1 ....... 2'3 ....... 2.2__2_'1___2-1 ....... 2'?- B Health care
—* — Disability
0 2:?_:33 He(;ggf/sre ® Family/Child

90 922 9% 96 98 2000 2001 2002

Unemployme

Disability @ Survivors
0,

IFP figures drawn from Eurostat and INE sources. i
B Housing

Social exclus

IFP figures drawn from Eurostat sources
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EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200




population / birth rate / marriages / households / family policies / IFP proposals

Spending as % of GNP

Spain

taly |

M alta

Portugal

Lithuania i

Netherlands i

Latvia

Slovakia

:ch Republic

Poland i

ed Kingdom ]

Greece

Estonia

Slovenia

UE-15 |

UE-25 |

Belgium

Ireland

Hungary

France

Austria

Finland

Sweden i

Germany

_uxembourg

Denmark

444444444{444 i L oL
L444

0,0%

@ Social Expenditure excluding Family

}.’

I
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
!
5,0

10,0% 15,0% 20,0% 25,0% 30,0% 35,0%

B Spending on Family

REPORT ON
EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200

Average Social Expenditure in the EU (excluding Family
is 25.2%, varying between 12.3% in Estonia and 29.3% i
Sweden

...by contrast, EU spending on the Family (average 2.1
GNP) varies more widely, Denmark setting aside 3.9%
and Luxembourg 3.7%, these two being the EU countrie
offering most assistance to the Family.

Italy sets aside a mere 1% of GNP and Spain 0.5% of
GNP

THE
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Family benefits: expressed in Euros per person per year

| | There is a gulf separating countries such as

Luxemburgo ‘ ]
Dinamara | ; L 1043 1889 Luxembourg, Denmark, Austria or Sweden,
Austria | ‘ 1 805 on the one hand and...
Suecia | ‘ 1755
Irlanda 738 . . . .
. | .Im ...Poland, Lithuania, Spain or Latvia on the
Alemania : | 1719 other.
Francia | 1630
Béigica | 1555 EU enlargement countries are generally far
Reino Unido | 454 below the EU average (EU25 = 461€ and

Hungria =" 354
Paises Bajos —————"7 35(

EU15 = 532€), occupying the lowest
positions in the table...

Eslovenia 7 343
Grecia e 324
Portugal [ 248 Of the EU15, only Spain is among them.

ltalia 7—| 238

RepCheca ——"220

Eolovaquia ros EU-25: 461 Spain, ltaly, I_Dortugal_and Greece are the
Mata —— 160 EU15 countries offering least assistance to
Estonia =139 the Family

Letonia 7: 124
Espafia = 123
Lituania 7: 103
Polonia —198

IFP figures drawn from Eurostat| Data 2003
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Benefits per child supported 2005 (Euros)

Country 17 child] 2° child ]| 3° child] 4° child Income Limit Age Limit
Germany 154 154 154 179 UNIVERSAL 18-27
Austria 121,80 1234 601 221 .90 183,70 UMIVERSAL 18-26
Belgium e 54 129,783 203,70 203,70 UMIVERSAL 18-25
Denmark 120,78 120,73 120,78 120,78 UNIVERSAL 18
Spain 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 8.793,03 €hvear 15
Finland 100 110,50 131 151 50 UNIVERSAL 17
France Ey=t APJE 11564 26320 411 96 UNIVERSAL 20
Greece 022 24 65 g &Y 33 UMIVERSAL 18-22
Ireland 117 B0 117 B0 147 20 147 30 UMIVERSAL 15-19
Italy r239 237 r239 239 16.142,56 € year 15
Luxembourg 181,038 42993 73313 1.136,13 UMIVERSAL 18-27
Hetherlands v223 T2 23 7223 T223 UNIVERSAL 17
Portugal 24 04 24 04 24 04 24 04 24.500 €£4rear 16-24
United Kingdom 101 159 1649 16849 UMIVERSAL 15-19
Sweden 105 105 134 191 UNIVERSAL 16-23
Czech Republic 7993 T9.713 7993 1993 3.800 £arear 15-26
Estonia 19,18 19,13 19,18 1213 UNIVERSAL 16-19
Cyprus 33,42 S0.,00 152,18 217 20JUNIVERSAL gtac.incmmad 18-25
Latvia oB2 10,00 14 00 16,00 UMIVERSAL 15-20
Lithuania 19 .80 1950 532 17 80 UNIVERSAL 18-24(7if< 3 childs)
Hungany 21 24 A5 32 UNIYVERSAL 165-24
Malta 36, 02 S 03 F203 o, 0 23.647 €4rear 16-21
Poland 11 11 13 16 41.464 €£xrear 16-21
Slovenia 25893 34, 67 40,33 40, 33 16.293 €hrear 18-26
Slovakia 14 14 14 UMIVERSAL 16-25

IFP figures, data source: SS, MISSOC
ON THE

TION OF THE FANMILY IN EUROPE
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Families with 2 children (2005)

Courtey Eurosfmonth
Luxembourg 611
GEermarmy 308
S United Kingdom 270
Y Austria 256
5 Denmark 242
5 Ireland 235
5 Belgium 215
s Sweden 212
3 Finland 211
: Spain 49

Czech Republic 38

Poland 22

A family with two children in Luxembourg would be entitled to

611€/month benefit, in Germany 308€/month, in the United Kingdom

270€/month and in Austria 256€/month, etc.

By contrast, the same family in Spain would receive — and with strict
income-dependent limits - 49€/month, in the Czech Republic 38€/month
and in Poland 22€/month. And restrictions to entitlement based on
income are so severe that the majority of families in these countries

would not receive any benefit.

A family with three children in Luxembourg would be entitled to 1394 €/month,
in Germany to 462 €/month, in the United Kingdom to 439 €/month and in

Austria to 478€/month etc.

By contrast, the same family would receive — and with numerous income-
related restrictions - 73 €/month in Spain, 57€/month in the Czech Republic
and 35€/month in Poland. And restrictions to entitlement based on income are
so severe that the majority of families in these countries would not receive

Families with 3 children (2005)

Countey Eurasfmanth
Luxeminourg 1.394
Austria 478
Germany 462
United Kingdom 439
Belgium 424
Ireland 383
Denmark 362
Sweden J46
Finland 342
Spain 73
Czech Republic alf
Poland 3o

TFP fiaiiree data cotircer MISSOC
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AlM:

To instigate the development in Europe of
“family-oriented” government policies, and the
implementation of a universal, genuine and
comprehensive policy...

1§
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* Giving the Family status as a policy priority

« Making the “Family-oriented” approach an integral part of
all measures put in place by the European Union

 Promoting convergence between national family policies
to avoid differences between countries

* Pushing for equality of opportunity for all European
families, to avoid discrimination based on number of
children, income levels, income distribution, etc.

' REPORT ON THE
EVO J‘rJJJJ OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200t
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And doing so by means of...

...Appropriate bodies
...Budgetary provision

...Plans, measures and legislation

REPORT ON THE -
EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200(
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-ollowing action plans that...

...Promote the Family as an institution,

Encourage a universal concept of the Family and also a culture

and environment that allows the Family to manage its day-to-day existence,
Help parents to have the children they want,

Include, in a genuinely constructive and humane fashion, the different
areas of professional, family and personal development,

Provide assistance during cases of family crisis,

Recognise the fundamental right of parents to educate their children,
Promote the active participation of parents and family associations

And, through specific measures, take account of families with

particular needs.

REPORT ON THE | -
EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200(




...which promote the Family as an institution...

Creating an Institute for the Family Perspective within the European

Commission in order to promote the Family as a policy priority in European
Union countries, and to ensure that all European legislation considers the Family
as a social base with rights and roles that must be respected and promoted

By urging EU member states to set up a Ministry for the Family with
sufficient organisational and budgetary capacity to develop Family promotion and
protection measures in Europe

By drafting a Green Paper on the Family in Europe which analyses the
problems faced by the Family along with their causes and consequence, and sets
out solutions and alternatives

By promoting a European Agreement on the Family between political
parties, social agents and family institutions.

population / birth rate / marriages / households / family policies / IFP proposals
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...which promotes a Family-oriented culture, disseminating a universal
concept of the Family and encouraging an environment which favours

it...

By re-establishing the Family Policy Observatory, with social involvement, to
analyse the situation and development of the Family in Europe and to advise on, manage
and oversee policy measures affecting it, and to ensure that public policy measures are
drawn up to take account of the Family.

By running campaigns to increase awareness within society and to promote an
environment and culture that favours the Family, placing value on childhood and
maternity.

By incorporating into European Directives on communication media the
criteria of respect for and promotion of the Family, in addition to the creation of
Independent Audiovisual Councils one of whose objectives is the protection of minors
and the Family.

REPORT ON THE T
VOLUTION OF THE FANILY IN EUROPE 200
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Il ...which assist families in the management of their day-to-day
existence, helping parents to have the children they want...

8. By urging governments to adopt a more equal distribution of benefits aimed at
the Family —currently accounting for 8% of total social benefits— gradually increasing
their amount.

9. By promoting the establishment of gradual convergence between family
protection measures in different European countries, so that:

* In 5 years time, all countries are setting aside a minimum 70% of the mean EU GNP
intended to cover social expenditure on the Family.

* In 5 years time, all countries are promoting universal family assistance practices or
at least, as the first step towards achieving this, are establishing limits (per capita)
which include 90% of families.

* Countries establish tax convergence objectives for tax exemption on family benefits.

* Countries put in place measures ensuring that family benefits increase in line with
inflation.

REPORT ON THE N——
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Il ...which assist families in the management of their day-to-day
existence, helping parents to have the children they want...

10. By adopting measures of support for pregnancy and maternity

* Reducing by 50% the VAT payable on a series of essential infant products (baby
hygiene items such as nappies, soap, moisturising creams, wet wipes, feeding products
such as formula milk, containers and feeding bottles, cereal and food preparations and
baby furniture items such as cots, chairs and prams, baby carriers, car seats etc.).

+ Setting up Care Centres for Pregnant Women to help for all mothers, married or
single, with their pregnancies, with particular attention for immigrant mothers.

11. By increasing tax convergence in Europe to make it Family-oriented

REPORT ON THE
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/... Which include, in a genuinely constructive and humane fashion, the
different areas of professional, family and personal development,
providing assistance for cases of family crisis...

12. By insisting on paternity leave of 4-6 weeks in EU countries, on the same
terms as maternity leave.

13. By insisting on a statutory wage for those fathers/mothers who request
extended leave for child care.

14. By insisting on universal assistance for families caring for elderly relatives
in their home

15. By insisting on preventive measures to assist in cases of family crisis
(following Council of Europe recommendations) to reduce instances of family
breakdown in Europe.

. Updating and modernisation of Council of Europe recommendations (1974-1980)
. Urging EU countries to draw up a Law for Preventive Measures and Family
Mediation

EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200!
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...Which recognise the right of parents to educate their children...

16. By recognising Education as a Fundamental Family Right (not as a public
service)

. Making the education costs met by families (text books, schools etc.) income tax-
deductible.
. Increasing the number of parent representatives on School Councils.

...and promoting the active involvement of families and family
associations...

17. By creating Internet Portal “InfoFamilias” with information on services for
European families.

EVOLUTION OF THE FAMILY IN EUROPE 200(
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